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Reasons to visualise data
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Africa's animal kingdom is ruled by lions.

and simbaisa young lion who will succeed his father
(Mufasa) as King.

but when Simba's uncle Scar murders Mufasa, Simba is
tricked into thinking he is responsible and flees his homeland.

therefore , simba needs to overcome his guilt before he

can take his rightful place as King.

There was once a girl.
and she lived with her aunt and uncle.
and herlife was pretty boring.

but one day a tornado swept through her home and
carried her into the land of Oz.

therefore , she had to find the wizard in Emerald city to
help her return home.
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! ! People have forgotten \/\ and

how to tell a story.

Stories don’t have a middle or an
end any more. They usually have but 56%

a beginning that never
stops beginning. , , ‘

therefore
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BUT ‘ Reason ‘ ‘ Character Change ‘ The sex of a baby green turtle is determined by the
temperature of the nest it develops in.

THEREFORE ’ Reaction(toimprovelmpact]‘

but o warming climate is altering this temperature
dependent sex determination process. For every male green
sea turtle hatching today, there are 116 females hatching (up
from 6 females in 1980).

therefore , there is an immediate need for nest
management strategies to avoid a green turtle population
ﬂ collapse.
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BUT ‘ Reason H Character Change

THEREFORE ’ Reuction(toimproveImpcct)’

’ Data (Time 1) ‘ BUT ‘ Context H Reason H Data (Time 2) ‘ Unknowns

THEREFORE ’ Reaction (to remove Unknowns) ‘

In 1980, for every one male green sea turtle that hatched, 6
females hatched.

but because the sex of a baby green turtle is determined
by the temperature of the nest it develops in, rising global
temperatures have pushed this ratio up to 116 females
hatching today. We don’t know the longterm impact of this.

therefore , more research is recommended to
understand if green sea turtles (and other species) are under
threat from a changing climate.
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Primary energy consumption by source, New Zealand

Primary energy’ is measured in terawatt-hours?, using the substitution method

2022
in terawatt-hours
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e - Statistical Review of World Energy (2023)
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Data storytelling visuals focus on
communicating one takeaway.

(3

n Y

To best visualise your takeaway...

/® 1. What data do you need to visualise?

r 1

L||.J 2.What chart type is best?

® 3.What visual contrast can you add?
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THE MORE DESIGN CONTRAST
YOU TRY TO ADD, THE LESS
YOU END UP HAVING.

BE CLEAR ON THE MESSAGE YOU'RE HIGHLIGHTING

N

After climbing steadily since 1970, energy consumed
from gas dropped sharply in the early 2000s.

Nz

For at least the last 50 years, renewables have
sourced around 407 of energy consumed.

Proportion of NZ primary energy consumption

somn 0%
somn /
A A
VA A o
AN /W
o™ N VA \
/ won
/
201
0%
own —" o
o

970 w0 w90 2000 00 202 990 2000 2010 2022

51

52

Unlike other fossil fuels, energy from oil dropped In 2022, over half of energy consumed came
nearly 20%in 2020. from fossil fuels.

NZ primary energy consumption from il (terawatt-hours) Proportion of NZ primary energy consumption
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Data story
“The primary source of energy consumed by New Zealanders is oil. fal}

fossil fuel accounts for over a third of total energy consumption.

In 2022, the country produced six million barrels of crude oil. To put this
into perspective, if refined into petrol and diesel, it could fill the fuel tanks
of every car in New Zealand three times over. However, indigenous crude
oil is exported because there is no local refining capacity.

Therefore, New Zealand depends on the global market to meet its energy
demands. All the country’s refined oil is imported, with the majority
coming from Singapore.”
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The primary source of energy consumed by New Zealanders is oil.

Proportion of New Zealand primary energy consumption (2022)
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Oil 36%

DATA VISUALS SHOULD
NOT BE SHARED AS PART
OF A DATA STORY UNLESS

THEY HELP TO TELLIT.
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