
Women in Data Science New Zealand 2023  
 

LT101, Maclaurin, Kelburn, Victoria University of Wellington, 27 June 2023.  
 

4:15pm Registration 
  

4:30pm Welcome and Karakia  Bing Xue, Kate Kolich, and Monoa Taepa 
 

4:55pm Keynote Rochelle Morgan from Tatauranga Aotearoa Stats NZ The Combined Census ‘by design’ 

5:15pm Keynote Tamsyn Hilder and Holly Trowland  from DotLovesData Creating Data Science Products 
5:35pm Lightning talks • Kirsten Lovelock  from MBIE, “Women and Data Science in the public sector - Evidence and Insights for better 

policy”  
• Penny Mok from Social Wellbeing Agency, “Community Insights Explorer” 
• Nikki Wilkinson from Dragonfly Data Science, “Cyclone Impact Mapping” 

5:50pm Keynote Mary Ellen Gordon Building Analytical Capabilities beyond Data Science Teams 

6:10pm Lightning talk Deborah Brunning from Tatauranga Aotearoa Stats NZ Analytics & Research in Government (ARG) Internship and 
Graduate Programmes 

6:15pm Break 
  

6:45pm Career talk Manakore Rickus-Graham Experience of being wāhine Māori in the World of Data 
Science 

7:00pm Keynote Kate Kolich Inclusive Data Leadership Enabled by Data and Insight 
7.15pm Keynote Ivy Liu and Nokuthaba Sibanda from VUW Centre for Data Science and AI at VUW 

7:35pm Scholarships Kate Kolich, Bing Xue 
 

7:40pm Panel Discussion Facilitator: Shima Afzali 
Panellists: 

• Katherine Kerner 
• Olivia Wills 
• Michelle Burke 
• Jan Sheppard 

Fireside Chat with Data Science Leaders 

8:20pm Closing remarks and 
Karakia 

Kate Kolich, Bing Xue and Monoa Taepa 
 



 

WiDS NZ Gold Sponsors 

WiDS NZ Silver Sponsors 

WiDS NZ Host 

  

Centre for Data Science 
and Artificial Intelligence 


